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SUBJECT: EFFECT OF WAGE INCREASE FOR BLACK GOLD MINE WORKERS 
REF: JOHANNESBURG 1111 (NOTAL) 

1. HEAD OF WF.NFLA (ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBLE FOR RECRUITING 
AND ADMINISTERING MOZAMBICAN MINE WORKERS IN SOUTH AFRICA) 
DOES NOT AGREE WITH VIEW EXPRESSED PARAGRAPH FOUR OF REFTEL. 

HE POINTS OUT THAT EVEN WITH RECENT INCREASE, WAGES PAID TO 
BLACK MINE WORKERS IN SOUTH AFRICA ARE FAR BELOW WAGES PAID 
BY INDUSTRY. THUS SOUTH AFRICAN BLACKS TEND PREFER GO INTO 
INDUSTRY AND NO INDICATIONS THAT THIS TREND WILL CHANGE 
UNLESS THERE SHOULD BE SIGNIFICANT LAY-OFFS OF INDUSTRIAL 
WORKERS DUE TO ECONOMIC DISLOCATIONS CAUSED BY OIL CRISIS. 
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AFRICANS APPLYING FOR SOUTH AFRICAN MINES HAS FALLEN OFF 
SLIGHTLY THIS YEAR BUT ATTRIBUTES THIS TO UNUSUALLY HEAVY 
RAINFALL AND CONSEQUENT INCREASE IN FOOD CROPS WHICH REDUCES 
IMPETUS FOR AFRICAN VILLAGERS TO APPLY FOR WORK IN MINES. 

WERE IT NOT FOR THIS FACTOR, WF.NFLA DIRECTOR WOULD EXPECT 
EVEN LARGER THAN NORMAL NUMBER OF VOLUNTEER FROM MOZAMIBQUE 
IN ORDER TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIGHER WAGES. 

VAN OSS 
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